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PROCEEDINGS OF CONGBES&

The President Requested to In¬
tercede in Belialf ot F e-

oian Prisoners.

Provisional Governments Contemplated
for the Southern States.

Anniversary Banquet of the Battle
of New Orleans.

Rpeeehes of the President, Senators Johnson
and Doolittle, Attorney General

Stanbery and Others.

Waxhingtos, Jan. 8, 1868, >
12 o'clock Midnight. /

Prcmiitnilon of n (iold IXodnl to 1'reeldont
JolinMon.Siirccliea on the Oecnelon.

Tbo committee of members of the First Constitution
Uub of Pennsylvania, consisting of Messrs. C. V. Hag-
ner, William roan Cbandler, Jero McKibben and J.
Rlnaldo Sank, charged «lth the duty of presenting a

magnificent gold medal to Prosidoul Johnson, procoeded
to the White House to make the presentation.
The medal is a splendid pieca of workmanship.
£l la three inches in diametor and conta.ua on

.m Bide a capital likeness of Mr. Johnson, sur-

rougdod by the following Inscription:."Andrew
-Johnson, born Dec. 21, 1808 ; inaugurated President U.
& April 16, 1805." On the other side is a wreath of oak
jtndjeurcl leaves, worked in4he most elegant style, and
-encircling the following inscription:."With courage
.ad. fidelity he defended the constitution, and by justice
And magnanimity restored alenated States." The dele-
gKtion was accompanied by Senator Buckalew, who In-
.UXKlucftd thom to tbo l'resident. The presentation
speeob was made by Mr. Ilagner, a veteran democrat,
who bur voted tbe ticket ilfty-one timo.-j, and lived under
"every administration from tbe time of Washington.

Mr. Jisgner after being Introduced to llio President
adiiroased the lattor as follower.
tin.As a committee of the Flirt Constitution Hub of

Fe .nHjrlva.ua, organized for mutual aid in defending (be
eonetiluCun of tbe United Status, we havo teen deputed
So hand you a copy of a preamble and resolutions
adopted at t meeting of tbo club held on the 2d lust.,
together with this medal, upon which a suitable inscrip¬
tion wiil be found, struck In commemoration of the
noble stand you havo taken in support of that constitu¬
tion, the work of great, good and patriotic men whose
memory tve cherish. The organization we represent
reverences that .sacred instrument and believus that to
tbe neglect of an honest and strict construction of It ia
to b irnced all the trouble and misfortunes which have
afflicted us. In the present crisis it has been docido to
Offer (or your acceptance this testimonial of our uppro-
bation, ho that ivbatovor may be tho result or
tbe malevoletico of tho times there shall
ha in your own bands the means of
parsing down to posterity the indestructible evidence of
unbiassed opinion* of a portion of your con temporalis,
representing, as th y believe, tho vast majority of your
countrymen. One of tiie most profound of your pre¬
decessors in a posthumous work recently given to the
world, in speaking of the most prominent leader of tbe
Bid federal party, says, "no man better understood than
tie that the luviolate sanctity of a written c institution
was the life of a republican government, and that its
days were numbered the momeut its people nnd rulers
oeaaed to proxei ve, proicet and defend it." You, sir,
have manlully thrown yourself forward in defence of
ot*r written constitution from the assaults of it»" foe=, and
ho assured that if tlmo sbatl be given for a
forcial expre^iou of tho popular will, and that
expression bo allowod its full weight, your
.flort« will be crowned with pre eminent success. If
this be .not done then It is to you ai"ne, In the cxerciso
of your rpat ottice, in which in tbis bebalt you havo
thus far tv eu so clear, that anxious States aua confiding
peoples can look for their defence and protection. They
will not see hmi struck down who is to gallantly bat¬
tling in tbelr beliatf. Knowing tho pre ionsuesiof your
time, and partially anaro of tbe multiplicity of your
engagements, we will now conclude our duty by invok¬
ing the high assistance of the Croat Ruler of prlnaipali-
tles aud Potters, and praying thai lie may so strengthen
your hands In all tbe hours of your trial that the em¬
battled hosts arrayed against you may be scattered like
Cbali before tbo wind.

Mr. Chandler, tbe Secretary of the club, then read the
following:.

First Cowtiiptios Ci '-b or Pwmsrr.v itu, >
Jan i, is88. {

At a meeting of tbe rlub hold tbis evening tbe fol¬
lowing preamble aud resolutions were unanimously
adopted:.Wh«>rea« tho members of tbe First Constitution
Clnb of Pennsylvania have watched with unflagging in*
tcreet tbe contest wh.cb lias beeu wa.'tng for the put
two years between two co-ordinate branches of tho fed-
.rai government, the exeruthe and tbe legislative,
vpon questions arising out of our late civil wnr; and
Whereas, we have believed and s'lll believe that tho
policy of the Executive la in consonaoco with ti.e con-
¦utution, and in direct acc rd \sitb tbe avowed deetara-
lion of the party in the majority, its representatives
and its presr made during the continuant* of actual
host littles, as to the objects and purpose* of tbe war;
"therefore.

Resolved. That in presenting 'his medal to his Exocl-
loi cy Andrew Jobnson, Ut President of the Unitod
Pi lies, we desire to express to lilm eur bcanlclt ¦ympa.
tliies and to pledge hiro our individi *1 aud combined
Support in every le^al and constitutional ineas.ire,
whose end aud aim shall be tbo tc>: ni,g of our d -

severed Colon tbe returning to tbe r aces i:i the bails
of legielatloo the representatives of th"?e Mates lately

alienated hut now reconciled, lately warring d^itnst but
now subservient nnd loyal to ttio federal Mivernmeot,
the obliterating from the hearts and minds of the Whole
people every vest go of our recent strifo, and the re es¬
tablishing of peace, harmoti} aud prosperity throughout
all tbe laud.

Resolved, That the e immltlee be requc ted to make
the pre«enutioD of tuetucial on the 8.u day of Jaau*
ary, 1808.
The Pre ident re; lied, thanking the club for this

manifestation of their esteem, and said he trusie I that
tbe con Qdeuce they reposed in him was not misplaced,
be a-«urcd them thst bis course in tho future would
he jaat the sarno as that of the r**t- Tbu rretentation
was peculiarly gratifying to him at tbis time snd he
would cberisb tbe remembrance of it untii the les' bour
of his life. After a^am salutinif tbe President the com¬

mittee withdrew.
JPrmrntmloti of n I'mif te President .Johnson.
A concert was given at Car. oil Hall tbis evening by

tl»" ladies of tbe < bt.reb of the Immaculate Conception
(catholic; in aid of the poir of Washington. The cere¬
monies were commenced by t-euator Dooiittle, of Wiv
conslo, who delivered a short address, sad concluded by
introducing Us lame Cecilia Young. Krstr huisr, who
sang the "Nightingale's Trill.'' lion. William E. Rob n

.on then presents to President Johnson the cane

awaided to hira at tbs fa r of Ihe Church of the Imma¬
culate Conception. In making tbe preieutation Mr.
Robinson ss id tbe duly bad cen assigned to him, and
he fell greatly honored by its performance,
of presenting to tie thief Magistrate of the
United States the cane awarded to him by tbe
fair held by ladies « f tbe cburcb. The caao

l>ore the following insert pt on "To Andiew Jobnson,
defender and protector of theemorion and n on of tbe
United Steles, from friends of the CU ir h of the Imma¬
culate < on eption, Washington, 1». C . Decembers. 1867."
The radlng of the insrrlptiou was gree ed with loud md
long continued applause. A!t<ir a few more appropr.ate
remarks Mr. KoblHon presented tbe cane.
Tbe Fres dent said:.In accepting tlit h autiful and

appropriate gift, bearing as it <1 >os sn In hcription so

complimentary to him, It was difficult to fud words to

oiprsss bis gratitude. As an evidence ol the at>pre
elation of tbe services he had rendered to bis co miry
the prosecution was especia 'y gratifying. For tin

proof of the coaflieoce repose 1 in bim he desired to

.xprses his heartfelt acknowledgment. The President
then aunoun. d ttiat he woal I aid bis portion in aid
ef tbe charitable parpose for winch tbee nnert was lie. i,
Tke hsulbers I nnsriiiloiis ami Tltslr leaser*

vntlve Teiiflenclee.
A caucus of the ino*t extreme of the radical* wsi

held si tbs Capitol tbis morning to c insider whst »

tion might be taken to thwart the conaervstive tenden y
Bianifestsd by the ."oiitb rn conveniion^ A proposl
tion was made to Introduce a bill t« the 11 >us ab lish-
ing the se- sral couventioss and proviOing for new ones

to be lido at the esrlls't moment. I j>on ' latmg
noses, however, t was discovered that there was little
hope for the. i,» <<X such s measuie. Tbe rad rials
are evideatly due >B -orted aud U.<p!ay rt ti.3eant ua«

satiness.
Trnnjte I'ti ?«r Manth f'srslliuli

A detscbmcat «f tr o, » mn istlng of cumpH "s

C. T and K of the iWelft inf.- 'ry, tinder commsnd of
Brevet Lieutenant Co'o^si li' ,ry K. Maynadier, M^h>r
Twelfth Infantry, left h,r* #*«'" ' iy trader rs to

Nf eft iv li| oeamaudiuK «««neral t>i .ue /,'tvad Jhll-

tary District at Charleston. Tb« following oBceraao-
computed the detachment:.Brevet Majors and Cap¬
tains B. R. Perkins and H. G. C. Egbert, Captain
Charles S. Triples, First Lieutenants Alex. McGowan,
William E. Dorr, E. H. Parsons and L. M. Traliinger,
and Second Lieutenanta George S. Wilson and Eugene
Pickett. The first four named were In command of
the companies la the order as they are named.
Tlie Report on the Removal of Mr. Hi ant on.
The Semite Committee on Military Affairs bad another

meeting to-day for ihe consideration of the report pre¬
pared by Senator Howard relative tj the removal of
Secretary Stanton. The subject will be rosumed to¬
morrow at an adjourned meeting; so as yet there is no
definite action by the committee.
Uiiaaiuu Interference with American Ship*

lu the Ochotnk Nea.
The President sent a message to the Bouse to-day in

answer to a resolution concerning the allegod Interfer¬
ence by a Russian man-of-war with the vessels of the
United Slate* in the Ocbotsk Sea. The Russians having
warned out of the bays near Shanter Island certain
American whale ships which were found there, one of
them, not replying with sufficient promptness, vss.s fired
at with solid shot, wheroupon she took her departure.
These facts were communicated to the State Depart mint
by Mr. Chase, vice commcrcial agout in tho A moor
country. Mr. Weeks, of Massachusetts, also communi¬
cated to Mr. Reward a letter from Captain I homa", mas.

tor of tho ship Kuropa, stating that that and other
vossels, whilo cruising Tor whales, had boen disturbed
by a Eussiun vessel, und invok ng the protection of this
government. Mr. Seward, on tho 23d of December, ad¬
dressed a lettor to Mr. Stoeckci, asking whether tho
latter had received any information upon the subject,
Mr. Stoeckel replied, on tho 28th of December, that he
had reason to believe the Incident in question was the
result of exaggeration, aud that he would address his
government without delay on the subject In ordor to
ascertain the facts.

Tlie Taxation of National llanUe.
In response to the Senate resolution calling for in¬

formation in regard to tho taxation of the national hanks
the Secretary of ttie Treasurer transmitted a statement
of the t'nited States Treasurer showing tho amount of
the semi-annual duty collected from the national banks
up to June 30, 1867, to bo $13,038,330. The amount of
bonds held December 28, 1807, as security for the bank
circulation and bearing Interest at six por cent in coin

Is $247,703,800; amount bearing interest at fire per cent
In coin, $80,060,950', bearing interest at six per cent,
lawful money, $3,677,000; total, $340,097,760. The aggre¬
gate amount of ibterest paid on the bonds held as security
at the same date was:.Iu coin, $51,883,394; in lawful
money, $341,000; or, total interest reduced to lawful
money, $70,008,224. An accompanying communication
from tho Commissioner of Iuternal Revenue states that
the manner in wiilch collections are reported does not
enable bim to discriminate the taxes paid by national
banks and thoso paid by State banks and private
bankers; but he gives tho total amount of the licenso
tax collected from all banks during tbe years 1805, 1809
and 1897 as $3,543,051, and the total tax on dividends
aud profits for tho same time $12,032,301.

Nomluationa by the Preaident.
The President to-day sent to the Senate the following

nominations:.
Benjamin C. Nrtton, Postmaster, JofTersonvllle, Ind. ;

John KoberUon, Postmaster, Now Lisbon, Ohio; Joseph
S. toiling, Post master, Port Randall, Dakota; William
G. Power?, Postmaster, Mount Vernon, Iowa.
Philip D. Fouke, Naval Officer, New Orleans.
EitlhaB. Hamilton, (surveyor of Customs at Quincy,

III.
Thomas N. Stllhveli, of Indiana, Minister Rosldont at

1 Venezuela, ho having bono appointed during tho races-*.
JJ. F. Chadier, Civil Engineer in tho Navy, tor tho

Navy Yard ervlce.
John ii. Jones, Pension Agnnt at Fort Gibson, Chero-

it «o country.
E. s. Davis, of Nevada, Register of tho Land Office at

| Austin, Nevada.
Jam.'S W. Henderson, Register of the I.and Office at

Humboldt, California.
Samuel P. Daniels, of Indiana, Receiver of Public

Moneys at Indianapolis.
Nic.wins t atliin and Terence Drury to bo Justices of

the Pe.tce in and for the county of Washington.
Improved J'oetnl Facllitii'iBelween tlie United

St'itf* unit Knrope.
The Po&tmastor (iencral has addre.-sted a letter to tho

Director General ol tbo Posts of Frauce, in which bo
says the recent improved arrangements for tho exchange
of correspondence between tho I nited Males and Urea'.
Britain and between the United states and several coun¬

tries on the Continent of Europe have now gono Into
; effect, aud tho -changes which have been mado by the

recent conventions render it desirable aud, in fact,
; necessary to revile and modify many provisions of

the existing postal convention between the United
j States and I ranee. The I'ostuioster Qeuoral informs tbo
: Director General of Ms 'lus re to avail himself of tbe
'

power reserved by article 17 of tb« Postal Convention
'..etwoen the UulteJ States aud France, sign cd at Wash-
ii gton iu March, 1857, to abrogate the samo by a pre-

' vious notice of one year, aivl lie accord'ugly conveys <o
1 hiiu (he with and intention of the department that the

I articles uf tbe s.iid convention shall cta*e to have effort
on trie first of February, 1809. Ho fays he sha 1, as
early as | -actlcable, communicate to hltn a statement of
the moderation wbic h seemed to t>e required for the
amelioration of ibe public service between the two
Countries. In tbe meantime tue Po-iuiasief General
sajs he should t>e especially gratified to know that the
Director General would seu.l 10 the Post Office Depart¬
ment an a^eni authorized to enter upon tbo negot utiobs
of a new convention m tins city. Ho would t>« glad to
o'!er him ovcry fa ihty in his power to eiuihlo him to
conclude the business with which ho shall be charged.

The Itrronntrni'iloii Act* te be Declared l'n-
coiinlittilloitul.The Cotton Tnx.

[from the Ei euing f*l*k'ram of ycetordav )
WaaUMuTOM, Jan. 8, 1868.

1 liavo the beet authority for atauu^ tu it in Hi* t .i-ns

bro'i.;bt Mmtb* I ; lied Mtutos (Supreme Ceart la»t
prmg by the States of MusiiMppi and Ucor^la, totting

« cnn-t t itionallty of iL* recoii*tru>.iioa acu, tu* do-
c -un of tne majority f the «H»urt will be adverse ther 10.
It in i k< ly that the minority of the court will b<> smaller
than at tirtt supposed, an 1 there arc «\ -n hlmi ttiwt
Chief in "tice Ctia«e may not ' are to plate himself upon
the record u a dis-entitig opinion. Cucli a ilccKtou wnl
strike daw a at » blow ml tlio reconstruction work thai,
hntt that far l«ecn done, and leave th» decision of t!ie
next 1'rosident ai contest in tbe han<w of the North.

A disposition i- manifested iu the Hou-e not to con-
cur In the uot ale's am^EcliuenU to tUolnil repealing tliO
ux on cvttun.

Tim UenriMfat Eapenere Before nn«l *lnre
tin- Wnr.

[lr<m the Evening Telegram of yesterlay.]Wasitm<iros, Juu s, ist$8
The following comparison of "nurd lacss" :ih.»w» the

di!! -rence l»*t*»een holding otllee und r the government
in tho»» tittsv d.»v» and iu tUe good Ud tin) .» before ih«-
war increaic I a« tru-a ictious to their present gigantic
proportions:.
Kor the lii'-al year ended June 30. I860, the total re¬

ceipt* of the governoi nt f«om all source', incluOug
loans, (76,762,033. Tne expend liures wein
(74, 462,21& making a total amount to o"coint for <<f
$104 J14,1.,6. 1 here were then some 413 clerks in the
ire., nr, Department. Toe average ainouut of wtrk
done by ear h involved $374. 30d.
During the fiscal year 1867 the snni of the amount*

irc' ived and glabursed reached f^,2 *4,140,(>7j. lhe
nuin'icr of employ' s enragei in the Treasury Impart-
tn*ut in keejnug truck of this imuMaie sum, and also
upon otter worK unknown in 1600 and previous ly, such
as < ountiug currenoy, k'., was 2,2m.an average of
work done involving over . million dollars per indi¬
vidual, (how lag that each employe performed more
than ihrie tiroes the labor that woaid hate been ox-
ac e before the war.

lhe same fact" ire whnwn bjr statistic* relating to
to«'u <>m Ho i«es. ilie revenue Irom customs iu i860
amoun »d 'o f51,1^7,611. 1 b« average amount c illected
per Individual by '2,361 person* engaged In varioi* cs-

pacities t j» .ii c . 'Tint «»* f '-!2,3;i8. The re ords for
l^'iT stiow it.at 3.1W2 emploj>'3 collected $176 418, M0,
an average ol $*4.fti7 per individual, or twice an much
a* in 186(1

t sU"in»nt <4 the whole revenue collected In 1807
from Interna revenue and ctnioM combined compirM
in favorably t o that collected In year-' previous to the
war. I h ii « t»6fl,027, 637 from Internal revenue ad led
to f 176,417. «i<i mue 1443,446,347. Dividing this sum
by the number ol person* engtued in colie< uti< it, «e
hsve an kv>r..fe of $iv,V2» collected p>'r iadiv idulil,
whl' h is ugain twice as larg* a* tbe average for the
fi*al JftaTul 1SCU.vu., $22,331.

1HE FORTIETH CONOEE3S.
, Srcond Ni'mIsii.

SENATE.
WiPBtyr.ftm, Jan. 1865>.

i (08R» riso Til* JO H>I|.

Mt fcaN*a, (r*p.) of Mass., sxked and obtained a cot-

re iioti of the journal, wbi h did not rt'-ord hi* bam*

alBrm ulvply oa tb* >.« of (he (otton bill.
tits i>a< irrK c<j*Bii'it or tu eiotM iiiju'«.

A e immunicatlrtn wa* laid b«f»r* the Senate by the
Chair from the Secretary of the Interior in relation to
the destitute cwiditiov of i'ia xioux Indiaae, wbieb mm
relerred to the < omniittee on in ,m Artsir*.

Tar, tax on RitiiiiitL aanxi.
A conim*iul(;»t. >n s»j <. ? « from u . . retarf of

the Treasury in reply t a tesoiut on of in<i nry u< r. ir
to t.< te-i, a e on tbo aatteoa iiitim, tiiu ti wt« i*"uir"l
to the « omio ttee oa finance,

pi urr rvn ii»oitn( intrii *»'
A J efitlon waa presented f.'j'i noiu" ei;u»riiof To-

¦ leio. i lb io, asking for leglMlatiou of relief lo re*«r.1 to
» lopte'i citl/.oM abroad, wliieii w i* jrelerred |o i.<* totn-

m .lea on FMttlgn ItelailotiK.
Mr, liM-.rn, (r*p.) of Neb, preaci'^d s tnemorlal

fiotn some citixen* of Nebrafci mitiaa for tiie reliei of
Mtttiralircd cM**ne abroad, whlflh WIS t.^firrsd In th*
(jonimlitiie oa lore'gB H 'latloae.

t,ih RAkKRrpr y 'cr.
Jlr. Tm'Noill, |r*p.j v( liL, iivui ihe Cvia^'MM '.n

tb« Judloiary, reported a bttl unending the Bankruptcy
act and recommending 1U indeUttiM postponement,
which mi agreed to.

FBSALTT FOR MAI FBAHANCR IX 0FKIC1.
Mr. Morrill, (rep.) or Vt., offered . resolution direct¬

ing the Committee on Finance to inquire Into the ex¬
pediency of ailuing a penalty on any olllcer of tUe gov.
ernment who aha.l authorize an expenditure of or pay
money for auj purpose not previously authorized by
law. Mr. Morrill urged the necessity of the resolution.

Mr. CnjiM&x, (rep.) of CaU, said that a nurnoei of
ofllrern had been appointed without any knowledge on
the part of Congress of their names or salaries.

Mr. Subum an, (nip.) of Ohio, said the names bad re¬
cently been furnished 10 Congress.

Mr. Connksm did not know when, but would like to
know. A number of persons had been sent South oa
missions connected with the revenue without ratiflca-
tiou by the Senate. It is time an imonirfatioQ into tho
matter was bud, and lie hoped tue Committee would
make It.

Mr. Edmcsm, (rep.) of Vt, Mid tho Committee on
Keircncliment had the matter now under consideruton,
ami would give it tlielr best attention.
The resolution whs then adopted.

THE raocikus Of CAPTURED AND ABANDONKB J'ROI'RIi V.
On motion ot Siiehman the Senate again took up the

Hnuso hill, directing that certain mouoys now in the
hands ol' the l'otu>i SUieu Treasurer, the proco Us of
captured and abandoned rebel property, shall be covered
by warrants into tho Treasury.

Mr. Trumbull charged Ihm tho Secretary of tho Treas-
ury had paid more than two millions of dollars to dis¬
loyal claimants, and that oven after an adverse opinion
by tho Attorney Uoueral he has paid hundreds of thou¬
sands of dollars. Tue law dirocted him to pay the pro¬
ceeds into the Treasury, tlr. Trumbull argued at longth
in reply to Mr. Ket-euden's speech delivered before the
recess. He mia the Secretary of the ireaiury might us
well withhold from the Treasury the amount received
from internal revenue in tho city of New Vork. to await
the issue of suits, as to bold the not amount received
from this property to meet clairusndjndicatcd upon, not
by (ho tourt 01' Claims, but by the .Secretary oi the
Treasury.

Mr. Sbkrkan suggested, at (ho conclusion of Mr.
Trumbull's remark-', that tlio bill be referred to the
Cumin ii tea on Retrenchment.
Mr. FY. skmikn, (rep.) ol Mo., asked thai it bo laid

over, as he desired to speak upon It.
Afier debate by Messrs. Edmund? and Oonness Mr.

Sii> kiian moved to postpone its further consideration
uutil to-morruw, fur me purpose ol taking up the bill in
regard to the contraction of the currency, but subse¬
quently Mithdrew his resolution, a disposition being
manifested to c ntlime the debute.

Mr. Howr, (rep ) of Wis., then addressed the Senate
in favor of the bill.

After a few remarks by Mr. Edmunds and others Mr.
Ramsay, (rop.) of Minn., moved to go into executive
session, but withdrew his motion at the instance of Mr.
Edmunds.

Til K DISTRICT or COLUMBIA KQDAL RIUUTS BILL
Mr. Edmunds offered a resolution of inquiry, which

was adopted, calling upon the Il£sideiit for information
as to whether tho bill lor the lurther security ol' equal
rights in tho District of Columbia, passed by both
Houses, has been delivered to the Secretary of State
and become a law or not, ten days having elapsed since
its passage.

Tim PAT OF RK TIRED OFFICKRS OF TI1F NAVY.
Mr. Grimm, (rep.) of Iowa, oflerod a resolution calling

on tho Atlornoy Ooueral for copies of the opinion regard-
iug the pay of retired olUccrs of tho navy, which was
adopted.

WRITS OF ERROR FROM DISTRICT TO CIRCUIT COURTS.
Mr. Howard, (rep.) of Micb., introduced a bill author¬

izing writs of error from District to Circuit Courts of tbo
United Statos In a certain class or criminal cases, which
iviis referred to the Judiciary Commute*.

1'ROVISIONAL liOTKKNMKNTS FOR TtlK S0UTIIKR* STATICS.
Mr. Morton, (rep.) of Ind., ofl'ero'd a resolution in¬

structing the Judiciary Committee to report a bill super-
ceding and providing provisional government!) for the
lately rebellious States until reconstructed under the
existing acts of Congross.

Mr. Trumbull had no objection to tho resolution ex-
copt that the comnuttco bhould not be instructed before¬
hand as to their action.

Mr. Morton said that he had considered that matter,
and had concluded to lake the soils# of the Sec ate
upon it.

Mr. WiLMAMS, (rep.) of Oregon, liopod that the Sonata
would not bo committed in advance until thoy kuew
what tho committee would report.

Mr. Morton said tho .-enate was not bound to support
any bill the committee might report.
Mr.CoNKUNii, (rop.) of N. Y., thought the proposition

rather circumlocutory. Why not, he asked, save timo
by presenting the bill at once?

Mr. Trumbull objecting, tho resolution was la>d over.
Tllk CURRKN0T.

Mr. Bucrmax moved tA take up the bill to prevent tho
I further contract Ion of tho currency in order tu make it

tho gDocial order for to- morrow.
Afier opposition by Messrs. Kcsenden and Trumbull,

the motion to go loto executive session hem,' reno-vcJ
by the latter aud lorn, Mr. Shermau's motion prevailed
and the ,-ena o thou went into executive session, and
soon after adjourned,

HOUSE OF KEPRE8ENTATIVEJ.
Washington, Jan. 8, 1868.

The SrsAKKR proceeded, a* the regular order ot busi¬
ness ia the morning huur, lo iho call of committees for
roporta.
TBB FKMAK rRMOS*R3 - Tlir. 1'IIIMOKNT Rt.qi: KM K t> TO IN

iriicum in tbur uhaii,
Mr. Ortii, (rep.) of Ind., Irom the Ci riimittoe on For¬

eign Affairs, reported a Joint resolution requesting tbo
President to intercede with her Majesty lb* Q iooii of
Great Britain to securo th speedy release of Rev. Joi n

McMahnn, a oitizoB of Iudlana, convicted a< a Fenian
raider, aud now confined at Kingston, Canada Won.
Mr. Orth proceeded to stato the (acts of the i:n.-e. He
represented Fntber McMabon an Iiaviog h no to Canada,
not for tbo purpose of engaging in any hostile outer-

prise, but to looK alter an inheritance to which he had
hciouio entitled there. In the town of Anderson, Ind,,
wnere lather McMabon had lived, there had been a

Keniun circle, of which, however, he was not a member,
Iu that circle a company w.is organized to Join the
Fcni-tn lori.es, which were contoiupl.it,in« an iuvusiun
of anada, and be bad accepted an invitation to
travel wiili that company, free of expense, aa far
as Buffalo. The company was subsequently engaged
in what wn» called the t attle uf Kidgew. od. In June,
1*M. 1 lie Committee on Foreign Affairs had not been
nble to aicortala whether during the baitle Father
M. Mfiliou had been mi the American or cm the British
lido of the river. Alter the battle, however, ho was
found ou tho Rattle field of )< Jgway, engaged in the
lau'l .tile purpose of acting .is nurse and priest to his
wounded countrymen, He was tried, Oouvicted and
aetrtem ed to < ap a punishment, which wiu sul>»e-
q'K utly ebauged to imprisonment lor I.l'e. The people

of Indiana, (¦pe:,Liiig through its Legislature, regarded
the sentence »' a har one conlomuiug one of us <. tl-
iteus who had been guilty of c » crime, but at the worst
a mere a t of indiscretion, to tio the life long s«sO< ate
of talons. 1 ue l,e.i- lature ti.nl tuerefore ms. runted t:s
Senators ate I ro<|ue*!*d its iicrrc-enlai'voa in Congress
to take action io the matter, lis re-ulntlon on tne sub¬
ject had been referred to the Committee on For»ign
Altir.-, and the measure now repone.l was the result of
t lie examination ot the num. n y the committee. Mr.
Orth pro lei to argue th international quo lion of
inaliewabu allo^iam 1 iimiug the right of all men to
r,'> w h«*r- their mtere 'ts may 1 ad them, and to become
the citueu- 01 the country in win- b they may be resi¬
dent.

Mr. Punk, (rep ) of Wis., a-ked Mr. Orth whether he
would perm.t an amendment to be otlerod Inserting also
the name of John Lynch, of Milwaukee, Wis., wtio had
been captured at the -suie tuna with Father Mctlahon,
and had hoeii condemned to the same puaialiment.

Mr. (MTil# linid to permit tks amendment to be
offered, ti"t wlxhing to hsve Father McMaben's caie
Complicate I with any oi'.ier . i

Mr. ti'iuiN, (rep ) of III., wno is also . member ot
ihe Cotnmittso on Foreign Adair- apoke in sipport of
the joint resolution. 1 n« nine had come, he said, whet*
the Ameri' an government mu»t assert it-, rh Ills and the
rights of its "ttlMns, snd maintain th"-e rii'hts. peace.!
bly if pofsible, and by the power of its armies and
tiawes If r.<ce iry. A uiet ,n citizens confined n
British baetllea were '-nUiiig on tbe.r government for
protection.not to 1* | r id (he commission of
crime, but to bs ae> ire J in tbe.r rights
as American c ti/.ous. Me < lammed tbat there
were t.o gradations in the rights of cl'trens.all,
whether native bjrn or aji|t^| cltliene, were
entitles to the same and equal rigafe Mr. Cullnm pro¬
ceeded to »r*ue in the »»tne dir ion as Mr. Orth the
queation o( the rig nt ol expatriation, 'quntiug Cicero,
Aristotle, Vattei aud other anus t and modern writen
tn support of that right, and characterising Irla »«tiao's
aiierse dictum on the eu'ijsst as a dr. veiling statement.

I he moroWig hour expirml d ir ng the discussion, and
the joint resolution went over till to-morrow.

lit* Spsakmi presented rss ilutions of a public meet-
In-: at New Hivon, CMs., on the) rights of American
citizens abroad, and a memorial on the same su'iieet
s.gned by Onvernor Knglith, Miyor Sperry and several
thousand 'linen-. Kcieired lo the t ommittee ou tor-
.Ign AOalrs.

Mr. Don^K-LT, (rep.) of Mtnn , p'^ened the oetltl ms
of dtl/on« of Miaaesorn on the tame subject, and it
was similarly reierred.

INf'IAN LAS"S '« K4«'Afl.
The Hpsakkr presen'ed a eoiuinnuicAtlon frotn the

Se.-retary of the Interior, with a report of the Ai ling
Commissioner of Indian Ailsirt, restive tofhessieo:
In l.sn ian'U in K.>ica<, whic.i was referred 10 tne Com*
miltee on Indian A(Tair«.

THK TAX ON IIAUD I/VJVS.
Messrs. Mtshs and Kkm.kt. irop ) of l'a., presented

petitions signed by over ilfisen h' i.Jrett manufacturer*
a t) I operatives in sach of toe r Congressional districts

engaged iu the production of hand lo<ms, arlring for
die repeal of ths ts* n<>w levied on such production,
which were telenel to the tuintniti.e on Mays »t<t
Meaoa.

onxMisaioNSn wsii.m* kucort.
*'r. Ffitesi k, in |>.) "f Ohio, o We.i a resolution fof

printue:, for the use of iho II on »'*. ten thnu-and eopfen
of the import of the Hpecial Commtt'-lMer of the Hove-
nue, w'th nil the (|rpeude cs, sn ono thoueaad copies
lo' the nae of th" ires-.ury l»u|i.»rt:i .int. The re»ol'Hion
wss referred to the ' omiotitee on l'i uimf.
aktii'J' iai. Limst ton m a so ?¦> t sn a mtBtf.sl.Tim

a"»tntKH-' ihisk >r wuii'soton.
Mr. F< itrni k also o,Te:eii a tea' lution celling the atten-

tlon ol the committee on Military \ifair« and tne Koatd
of Mans jors of the Vatx nal Asyl'im for D -ah'ert Vnlitn-
t»..r fol iiers Iti the idea of in « g provision at the
Central /srltitna«d its b u»ii s for I irnl lung and ra-

alri; g, herealter, artifl ia' Iftil - rse of o«t, to 'lie
able soldiers, me worn to <.> m i.» nKPSanits *h.i
are IkSMtaa of the asylum, rhe r m <b was udop a

Mr. »i iihm'K alsd offered a n «. n instruct m; the
Committee on Mii fsry Afl.i rs t in ire Into the e»-

i nedtsnoy of pfofiding hy law fur t i ranefer or the
oidiors' Same at Washington, with ti e property and

I funds pertaining thereto, t > rio N . lonal Asylum lor ibe
I re< opt f>0 and -import ol disable>' so I «r of tha rttulsr
armv, a i well as ol volunteer i an 1 ' in. mg the aame
of the loslltutlen to the jfational .<! srj'tfoiM The
resolution waa « :o j ted,

¦¦¦% " -r e T t

The Seuat' itiendmfuta to ll ;! rct ealiDg tl« t-

ton tax ware Utii from the Speaker** table and referred
to the Committee on Way* and Mean*.

MIS8THI CONTMTBU BlBlTKW CAM.
Tbe Booee then proceeded to tbe consideration or the

report or tbe Election Committee oa the contacted elec¬
tion raeea of tlie Sixth (.Vjiure<«ional diatrict or Missouri,
which report close* with tbe resolutions tbat James II.
litrcb, tbe cooteHtani. I« not entitled to tbe neat, and
that Robert S. Van Horn, tbe aiUtatf member, is entitled
to it

Aft*r speeches by Mr. Poi-amb, (rep.) or Vt. In sup.
pirt or the report of tbe committee; tne contestant, the
Bitting, member ana Mr. K*nu, (Jew.) of lud., tbe reso¬
lution. weie adopted.

icxsctmvR ntMsiP*iC4Tioir.
The Sprakkr proseoted a message from tbe President,

with accompanying papers from the State Department,
under tbe requirements ol the act regulating ttio diplo¬
matic and consular system, which were reforred lo lb*
Corninltt"e on Foreign Aflairs.
The SPatKBa also presented a massage from the Presi¬

dent, with a report from the Secretary of Stale, in refer¬
ence to the alleged Interference of Itusnian naval vessel*
with whaling vessel* or the United Htates (in response
ft> a resolution ofleied by Mr. Eliot), which received tbe
same reference.

I'ue m-kakkk also presented communications frem the
Secretary or War wl inl'rim, with re ports from the com-
iniiudur* or the live M litary Districts, relative to swauip
lands, and with it a report from the Chief of Ordnanco
relative to the manufacture «;in<1 repair of arms at Uie
Springfield Armory for the year ending June 30, 1867.

TUB INTERNAL HKVK.NCK LAW.
Mr. Biioomm.l, (rep.) of Pa., offered a resolution di¬

recting the tominitteo of Ways and Menu; to inquire
into llie expediency of Immediately abolishing the in¬
ternal revenue tax on manufacture* of coltou, wool,
iron and Meei, which was adopted.

Til* I.AW Or IMIEACHMRNT.
Mr. Broomai.l asked Icavo to oiler a restitution reciting

that the vote recently giveu in the House on the ques¬
tion or impeachment of tlie ('resident was llthlo to be
construed into an alHrmanco of the position of the mi¬
nority or the Judiciary Committee on the law of im¬

peachment, and he thorehy drawn into a precedent not
sanctioned by the judgrmuii of the House, and rosolving
that in tlie opinion o' the House the powrtr or Impeach¬
ment or publto oftlcers lor official misconduct was not
limited to those ollloQce* that are Indictable und t the
laws of tbe United States

Mr. Klokiikik, (dem ) of Wis , objected, and the reso¬
lution was not received.
The Huuku at a quarter past four o'clock adjourned.

THE BATTLE DF NEW ORLEANS.
(.rnnil Anni vermirv llnnqnet at the National

Capitnl-S|ieerlie« of Pre*ldent .lolinmiii,
Attorney (Jcm-rul Ktiinbi-ry, Henntom Jolin-
ioo and llooliille, Jereinlali Hlnclt, ltepre<
seutativen itliiraliall, (layer nnd Other*.

Wasrinuton, Jan. 8, 1868.
The Ally third anniversary of the battle of New Or¬

leans wa-< celebrated by a banquet this evening at the
Metropolitan Hotel In this city, at which the President,
aome of the lieada of the departments, most of
tbe democratic members ol Congress and many
distinguished guests were present. A company of about
three hundred sat down to dinner. The dining hall
was appropriately decorated. The columns were cov¬

ered with tbe natioual burning, and two large paintings
of Jackson and Clay bung at either side of tbo table of
honor.
Judge Dunlap presided. In assuming that position he

said that the occasion ret ailed to memory the immortal
Jackson, a Southern soldier, who with a Southern army
won tbe great battle which closed the second war

of independence, and whom a grateful people
bad twice elevated to the Chief Magistracy. Jack¬
son knew how to maintain the lawful authority of the
federal Union and the just rights of the Statos, becauso
ho always maintained tbe constitution of tho United
Statos. lie wan a disciple of Jefferson a true demo-
cat. lie abhored consol dution and tbe centralization
of unlimited power. What a contrast bad since been
seen ! A great civil war bad been waged and bad been
put down by tbe power of the federal arms. The South
now lay proitrato, disarmed, impoverished and dojolate,
seeking admission again into the Union and ready
to submit to and obey the laws. It was apparent
that she flad no further ]<ower to resist The
Executive was ready to receive her. Should she
be trampled on now that she was down i
The instiuct of inun revolted at such au idea. (Applause.)
Should tbo people degrade themselves bv subjecting tbo
.-oitth to tbe rule of her former slave* aud making those
slaves the associates, companion* and political equals of
(tie inon of the Norib t Never! no, never! (Applause.)
The usurpation of Congress in the pasrugo ol Uio recon¬
struction acts was a crime against tho constitution and
against tiio civilization ol tbo ago. (Applause. ) Ho up-
pealed to tlie peopl to battle aud ileleat by tbe ballot
that usurpation. In this tliey would havo tho powerful
¦'il of tbeir noble President, Andrew JoQn.-ion.(cheers).
whom the Almighty had endowed with courage and
ability to siand in the broach and to uphold th« I'nioa
and the constitution. Might they not roveroDtly hope
and trust that the Almighty Killer ol the Universe would
crown Ins efforts with sui ess and through tbe ballot at
the polls ma'.o tho American people oaco more free,
united and happy? (Applause.)

After this opening puci h the company set to work in
dispo itig of lb ? good things placed bofore tbeui, au
hour being speui in that way.

Mr. Jonaii D. Hoover, chairman of the Committee of
Arrangements, anuouneea that letters had been receive 1
by the Committee frotn the following di-iu g ;t-ti«.i gen*
tlemeti, who bad heeu invited, but were unable to lie
present:. Hon. George H. P> udleton, Hon. John Qttincy
*<lam«. August Keluiont. General Odeu Howie, Hon.
Thomas K. Bramlette, ex (loveroor Parker, ol Now J -r-
sey ex -President Pieroe, ex- President Huchauau. kec.
retary McCullocb. Governor Swann, of Maryland; Rear
Admiral Radford, Colonel Charles O. ftroeue, of Boston;
George W. Junes, of Iowa; John A. Orson, of New
Turk ; John M Hinckley, tilted Stales Assistant Attor¬
ney General; John V. I,. Pruyn, Governor B. K. Perry,
of Sonth Carotins; ex-Governor Feyuiour, of Connecti¬
cut; Hon. F. Blair and others.

Alter the reading of tho letters the toast of. "Tho
Motuorv of Andrew Jackson.a giOat General, a greater
statesman and magistrate, " was mno io'-od by Colonel
Thomns H. Florence an I duly honored,
lhe next toabt, "Ihe Kigbth of January, 1816.an era

in our national life worthy of porpotoal coiomemora-
t ion,*" w.is responded to by Hon. Jeremiah Black, of

Fsunsylvan s, ex-Attorney General. He sam there was
no duv in tbe year, except tbe 4th of July, that ought to
be k»i't so s:i rs(t as he Nib of January, and that, ex< ept
tbe Father of hi- I'ountry. th°re was no namu knuwn
among men which was milled to t» higher reverence
than that of Andrew Jackson. < Applau-e.l Hm life ol
Andrew Jackson wax ono loug battle with tho counties of
consul utional freedom. (Applause) He bad been is.
sailed with every u ponies of sl-mler, and even to this
day the foul birds which had screamed around liira in
his lifetime and ot'.iorj hatchod from tho same stock
lik'-d tod 'grade and detlie >i.m. One of the most Injurious
asper-iotiM heaped npon htm wa-i thai by which the
radical party bad attempted to make him authority for
their o» n attempt* to tiample on lib rty aud law. If
there was snv truth in that aspersion, then, wnii.ener.il
Jackson utterly unworthy of tho honor which the
American people all over the country wore at this
moment lie'tow ng upon hiiu t Referring to the proela-
ination by General Jaclwon ol martial law in New Or-
kmnihc said that tlntt was no fiction, as war actually
oiHied there; and he declared that Jackton's acts in
New nrlean* bop- no sort ot rrsembl incs to the wanton
outrage of declaring martial law lor tbe mere purpose of
trampling down the law ot the land at pisres where
there were no military o|i -rations going on. (Applause.)
If General Jackson bad. bo said, systematized robbery
and mu-def by means of military commissions. (laugh¬
ter nnd s ingestions of the name of Hon Butleri if in¬
stead of using bis army to fit-lit tbe common enemy be
bad scattered bis soldier* all ever the country hundreds
of mile* away from hi* po«t to kidnap bis political op¬
ponents tor expressing their bonesi convictions; if lie
had ordered an upright snd conscientious Judge to be
.traced iroiu the bench by radians, beaten on tne head
with the butt end of their pistols.(a voice, "Like Judge
Lsrtnicnaei, In Maryland' )-aml carried lo prison bo-
cs-ise he bnd aaminister«d ju tico according to

law; snd. Anally, If he hail e«t«hll*bed a mill-
Isry iiespotlsm on the ruin* or a tree gov-
ernment. then. Mr. Black admit ted, Jackson would
have hecu a fair authority, and be might have been
quoted as an examplo for radical misdeed*. (Applause.)
Hut in truth snd In fact Gen-rat Jackson bad been one
of tbe boldest aud best defenders wblvli the constitution
nnd laws of the United Slates ever had. (t heirs.)
Ther* never bsd lived a man within the limits of the
country who would go fsrtber to defend them or more

cbeetfully sbed hi* blood to save them trotn violation
A voi'-e. Andrew John on wmrlli ") What would
General Jackson have thought of our Bureau of Military
Ju itlee? (Shouts of derMon.i If Such a blood/
machine as that had been set up in bis time be probably
would havo shattered It into a thousand atoms with one
blow of his |x>nderous baud; and the r rtt impulse of bis
noble, generous uature would have been ti lake that
Godless crew by the throat an l alratigle them, (I<oud
laugh'er and applause. He (Judge Itlarki dil not s*y
he would have d >tie so any more than the present < bief
Magistrate. (Here there was an enthusiastic denmnstrs
tion in honor of the Pret'dent ) Jackson whs pre-em uenl-
v a law abiding mau. He would have wailed hi* time.
He would have curbed Ms flerv tem|>er snd would ttnvo
cba«teusd down, as be alwayi did. in the proper way, hi*
impel '.inn* pasalod; but an >ner or later be would have
done whai won Id yet be d me. (I,oud chesrj.) H«
would have made tbeie tnlscreant* !'e«l the tuai -sty of
legal Justioe. (roeers ) Ihe Spanish bnd a proverb
that -'ihe will of the gods grinds sow. but grlads ex¬

ceedingly Cae," aud he asked whether the poopie of tbe
ciMiniry were uot anout toiei the water on" iI.»i.ght»raod
echoing shouts ol "I.et It on ") la conclusion be *«d
tbst the people would irulv appreciate tne character
of Andrew Jack 'On. and remembet well the lenaon<
which tils acts and precepts bad furiiisbml them, they

w .uid have ancti a iiovemmem s* that woich Jacltsoa
had described in bi« protest to tbe Henste not a despot¬
ism surrmnded witb the pride, p imp and circumstance*
of military show, but a quiet government, wbich woulu
protect their lltierties ami tbair rigbts; a government
devoid of pomp and sh<<w and >1 strlbut.ug Its
blessings lit e tile duws of Heaven, nn«e n o ,. l unfeit
fave lo the I eauty and frestin»Hs t w h tb«y con-
tributed Ho long as tbe people kept b- r eve u 'he
history of Jackson a^ the p <ar Star vy sir. Ii t' ey were
tobosnidsd they would l>« wise, sal dbenevsr tbny
ceased doing so the? would be oiharw so. (I. .ud Mugb*
ter sn 1 upr ' a'* > three cheers r Penu*/ 1vails).

Mr. Bla' k hsd "roineq. ed b * spee li from b's posi¬
tion at the principal table, hut there was tat ii a croud-
Ing arouii of $ ersons ov- r snxlo is to I ear him and such
consoquent contu*ion that haafterwsrl > fold "1 lo Die
.lomaud of tbo e who were pis' e | lower down in the
haii, and m ived up Mine of the tontro tables, from
which be Anithed his ape eh.-

Mr. Uv tli ij.iij soutu txtsmp?re remarks, pro- J

poind "The Health of Andrew Johnson, President of
tbe United State*."
The toast was received with greet cheering and ap¬

plause, and Mr. Johuson was Induced to advance to
the place frem which Judge Mac* had Just spoken.
After the uproar had subsided Mr. Jobnsom said:.
Gsmtlsmk.*. If 1 appear betore you In response to the

eeutimeat Just expressed. It is not for the purpose uf
addresung you, and 1 shall do nothing more on the
present occasion than to repeat what I gave utterance
to Just twelve months ago, on an occaaiou like this. I
have spoken iu various ways, which 1 think aro Intel-
liable ami understood by the whole country. (Cheer* )

Colonel Thomas i$. Florence then read on behalf of tbr
President the remarks made hy bim on (be laet anni¬
versary of the battle of New Orleans, to the effect tbat
no Slate hud a right to renounce its place in or to with*
draw from the L'aion, and that Congress had no power
under toe constitution to exclude or degrade the people
of any State by reducing thein to a mere territorial de¬
pendency on the federal head.
The President then teturned to his scat amid renewed

demonstrations of popu ar.ty.
Hon. S. s3. Marshall, ot Illinois, responded to the toast,

"The Federal.Union.an excluslvfcy eivil establishment
founded on freedom and law." He remarked that this
wa^ a sentimeut which appealed to the hohejt memo¬
ries and called up in the:r besoms the proudest aspira¬
tions of the utnro. We might all aay, in the language
of the patriot whose memory they now celebrated,
"The federal L'nion m ist and shall be preserved."
(Cheer* ) it-.e l'nion which they commemorated was a
l'nion established by our fathers updor a constitution
applicable to all parts of this great nation. It was not a
Union lu wbtcn radicalism and Jacobinism were author¬
ized to dominato over the country and to crush out all'
civil and political liberty. It was a free, constitutional
l'nion of coequal States, every one having tho name

privilege* and rights under the broad oogis of our glorious
cou&'iiution. The l'nion of modern propagandists and
radicals was tbat one auction should use the power of the
fodoral government for controlling and dominating an¬
other section, Contrary to tue guarantees of the constitu¬
tion. 1 ho Union which challenged our love muni be one
of kiudn .es and atleciion, and not a Union of hatred,
malignity and extermination. (Applause.
The fourth toast was read, viz:."l'he 1'realdent ot

of the United States -condemned by the envenomed
partisan aud fanatic, but sustained by every generous
and just mind, and by tho sober, second tho uglit of a
just people."

Hon. ii. F. Boyer, ot Penn., in the course of his
response, said:-.Iu tue nature of things it was not
possible for the present Executive to escape calumny
and detraction. He was called to the administration of
tbc government in an hour when rebellion submitted
to the conqooring arms of the republic. The conflict
of arms had ended nud the President invited the return
of the rebellious States, ttirou-'h the medium ol pro¬
visional governments; but Congrats Interposed 'its veto
to the constitution itself Hence the antagonism
between tbe President and Congress; and latterly
there had been antagonism between Con¬
gress aud tho people. (Laughter.) Congress
had recently couaured the President; but this
was because be was still faithful to his oath of office
to protect, preserve and defend tho constitution against
the syKtom of legislatlou, whose corner stonu is usurpa¬
tion. Mr. Boyor continued bis remarks at length, and
was frequently applauded.
The next regular toast was "Tho Supreme Conrt of

tho Uuited States.established to preserve the constitu¬
tion from violation, usurpers would ozclude It from its
functions."

It was responded to by Hon. Rcverdy Johnson, who
said that the subject was such an important one that be
bad reduced to writing the remarks hu proposed to
make, and as hm eye.-aght was no longer good he would
ask a friend to read It for him. Tlio reading of Mr.
Johnson's speech, which was chiefly tn commendation
of tho Supreme Court, was frequently interrupted with
applause.

The next regular toast was "l'he Constitution a com¬
pact of perpetual uniou. When disturbed it needs no
reconstruction, but only the removal of an obstruc¬
tion."
Attorney General Statibery said Mr. Chairman and

gentlemen.I reel to-night something of the novelty and
excitement of u now situation. For the first tinio in
my lire I flnd myself at a democratic celebration. I
find myself here not merely as one of the convives,
but selected by the committee to respond to one of the
regular toasts. 1 am reminded of the old adage.that
politics, like poverty, sometimes brings us acquainted
with etmngo bedfellows. I trust, Mr. Chairman, 1 may
escape tbe charge of egotism If I talco a few nTinutes to
explain how it happened that I have never been at a
democratic meeting iu times pa*t, and bow it happens
that 1 am hero to ntgbt. I teal that I do
not speak for myself, but for thousands of
others whoso past and present political associations
have boon and aro the sainJ as mine. For more tbuu
thirty year* I belonged to tne whig party, and. tought iu
ila ranks so long that I was clashed as one of lis '¦Old
Guard." I wtii wnh It in its successes, which were
few, and still constant to it iu its roverses, which wero
many. I never deserted It while its ortianiaatlon ex¬
isted, and only ceased to bo a whig when the party it¬
self ceased to oxisi. My last voto was given to that
party in tho Presidential coutest of 1800. Theu came
the rebellion and with It a new issue whicit ovor-
sbi.do.icd all former party Issues. I lost sight at once
of all former political associations and joined
tbat great Union party which saved tbe re¬
public. When that great fact was accomplished,
when tho work of I be soldier was done and
tbe work of the statesman was to bo resumed, a now ques¬
tion arose only less in magnitude to that of the preser¬
vation of tnw nation, aud that was in what spirit and ac¬
cording to what policy the victorious North should Oral
with those Southern States and that Southern people
who had 1" en engaged iu Insurrection. They gave up
the contest and all tho tones of the contest; tbey re¬
pealed their ordinances of secogsion; thoy abolished tho
institution of slsvery ; they repudiated tbo debt which
they incurred in waging war and again asked to come
under the protection of tho old ilag; vo bo
restored onco more to tho rights and privileges
of American citizens. It did seem at flrst thai tbe
policy of forgiveness and restoration wou'd prevail. It
was inaugurated under the leadership of Mr. l.ncoln,
and he proposed in good faith to carry out tho pledges
and hopes Held out tost ho South during the struggle,
that tbo object of tbe war was not to destroy but to
preserve; that tho Southern Stat03 bad never lost their
placos iu tbe Union, hut wore only temporarily out or
tbeir proper relat ols, and that as soon as the war was
over these constitutional relations should lie resumed.
But even before the death of Mr. I.incolu there was de¬
veloped In the republican party a formidable opposition
to that policy, and a now paity was soon formed which
held that wo' had waged a war for conquest sua not lor
restoration; that wo had not merely put down ao insur¬
rection, bnt that we had conquered provinces, not Stales,
aud a foreign people, not American citizens; tbat theso
States, instead of being restored, weie to be recon¬
structed; that as a conquered territory Congress was to
legislate In all their domestic concerns, aud ifover they
wero again to become States ol tho Uniou they were to
cimt in by * new title, precisely as in
some future day wo may choose to make a
State of the newly acquired urritoty of Alaska. Gentle¬
men, the Constitution is the text of tbe bentlmont to
winch I have been tilled upon to ro- pond Let us stop
one moment to loon Into that tacreu in -irnmont, in
order to soivo the questl n which arltes here, ibe ca«e
which ha* occurred is not, in the language of a lawyer,
a e cms mi< >/*,- tho constitution is not silent. It has an¬
ticipated what baa happened. It provides for iBsurrec-
tlou, whether small or gteat, whether of a part of a
Statu or of an eutirr -ta e, whother in one State or in
lusny. It provider for insurrection against the laws of

a Sioto and for insurrection againtt the laws of tho
United States. It gives powor in both cases; the
power in one case -o put down insurrection
against the State by enforcing obc Hence to the laws of
tbo Slate, and the jmwer In the other ca»- to put down
insurrection again . the laws ol tbe United States by en¬
forcing obedionco to tho-e Iaws. So. too, the con-tltu-
tion gives the pow.t of protection against foreign cue-
mien and the power to declare war, and, as incidental t j
that, the power to muko c-on quests. Where in this In¬
strument, providing for the very case of insurrection,
for the very remedy to be applied.where do you find
tho powor to put down insurrection in a state
and then to destroy the state and hold it
and its people conquered and subjagated t And
yet, gentlemen, this Is precisely whit has
been done, not bv a change of cur federal constitution,
but by a Congress who must find for every act a warrant
and authority In tbe provisions of tbat constitution.
The Reconstruction seta pa^od by Cougress have con¬
verted ten of t! o»* states into a lower condition than
that of mere Territories have destroyed every vestige ol
Stat* government, and h»ro stripped millions of tbeir
people of every ennreoteristto tbat oelonga to an Ameri¬
can citizen. Under this extraordinary legislation
tln> vast territory covered by theso ten States
and the millions of unhappy people winch re-
aide there have no more protection under our
federal constitution than If they occupied so much
territory in the lutenor ot Africa. Their State constitu¬
tion*, made by theso people, under the au«plwe of Pies!-
dent Lincoln »nd Prest lent Johnaou, are declared to be
illegal, aro In effect abolished, and In place of theru
Congress I. as provided a military despotism. Certainly
if no valid State law protected thee people there was at
least a federal la » wmcli ought to have prolecied them;
for every loot of that territory and over every individual
that tuhah ts it the great fundamental law of tho constl-
tut on of tbo Inited stales prevails in all its vigor, and
gives to every one of them every privilege ai.d every
immunity which it extends to tho Atnencan
cul/.ons anywheie an evorywhere With thisoon-tl-
tutioa. theu, fully ta forco over all that territory and alt
thorn people, where doos Congress find Its warrant for
supplanting a legal State government with a military
government? W bore does congress flad its warrant In
time of peace to suspend the habeas corpus, to take
away the inestimable privilege of trial by Jury, to re¬
mote the civil otllcers of a Stat" and subatliuie fod»ra
officers in tbeir places; an I, Dually, to try, lu coudomn,
to punish, to Imprison, to hang these peoplo for Civil
ofleuos or pretended offences by the jirlgment
ol a military court f Where does Congress
find ila warrant In the constitution for a
state bv vo-rs of Its own cre.t.ng to pas-"
a soltrn," law for a State? Where do<*.i It bud
autboriu lo sa/ woo shall vole and who sfi'tll not vol*
In State ele< Hon* i Lastly, where does tt find author ty
to nuke a new clan-1 of Citixens, and to give to the'
Cian of citizens greater rights than were ever mnfeired
before hy the constitution upon any class, and to late
awiv from tnose who alwaj s erloyad the rights of citu
Tsnship Hm most precious ol thes« right/* v tten
tletnon I have been at the bar for nearly half
a Mtitufy, and have been a oons'ant student,
not on y ot the co nmon law, but of onr own constitu¬
tional law an t I do not hesitate to say that the wools
ef these Rnconstri irUan acts of Congress, from begin¬
ning to end. Br*', «eond end third In the sei.es, am nn-
constltutioual hi *o d. 'Jnese aro utaee wbeu to be
ailent la to ha un( i thfW. These are tini's when men
must sp< ik o it I will not attempt to srhooi myself
IMo re'icenre upon tesa great question*, aM 1 i iid
not tf I wiuimL * >d now, my deflM* ratio fnen Is, you
soe the re,as n »« I am Here, and why your otn.
fnHlet has c -tiii'ied in ine so lar a* to ast<
mo to respond to 'tie of t>ci senttmeais of your
pr gr i imo. It «. >ur!i for me (o kno.v that po i
tha great qu< i.- f tho day and pon tl.e graa' issues
that are t« l>e h'i' uttfiig this >. »r w« ha.a at In* t
come together ! .ni.- » ir< ago tf I had been told
the Hon w cild come when I w iuol iKe au autlvt part
m a democrat c.oiebra Ion, t iot the tint# would come
whan I ho rejol -. a de-n rat" v eto c, I crtuid
sea el have hellt^M It. In those former coutaits 1
tlioug.H u.o Uomocrsitlc j.-irty was always wrot.g

.nd tha whig party »!wiy« right. But. fen"*'men, tbo issues of ihoio days ware not !'».
those that are bofore u». Both parties then tottfht udder
the constitution. Not ao with this new and dang'Toas
party that now confront* us.old whig* and old d®"Vcrsts.under the nana of radicala The Hmo has c«raa
whan wa must strike handa, and, shoulder to Moulder,
unite and fall upon the common enanoy or the battle wui
be lost. I aee that a dtaitnguiabed seuaior from l"di»oa
a few days ago, tn an address delivered in this city be¬
fore the Soldiers ana Sailors' Union, voluuiecred U> give

a name lo those who oppoaed tbe Congressional policy,
and 10 state of what material* the pariy waa composed,
and to 0* up the latuea lor which they were to contend
in tbe approaching President!*! contest. A* to tbo name,
be aives it under an alias us tbe democratic or
conservative pariy,' and he says it la competed
of the Northoin . democrats who sympahued
with the secession and rebellion of tbe Southern rebels
of a few recruits from the republican party. Now. tf he
means as I supposo be docs, that tbe recruits from tboreuublican party are those who voted wltb that party In
the lalrt Prel'dentlal contest, bow wilt the honorable
cent eman explain tbo last election which has fken

i 1« iihin a Siate thatlles ^'0 close to Indiana that
ht cintiol fa* .o bave tea the result ? There WMnfnetv fi?e thousand republican majority in that Statefn ?he 1'resideuUal election ol 18S4. There was only
thirty thousand republican majority K.ven in that State

ti,« i.., aiection for Governor in 1807 so tost mere
were fully forty-five thousand recruits In that StatarZ. .hi/,. not ait. To these forty-flve tbouaaudmust' bo add d twenty-six thounard more who voted
waiust the republican party at tbo same
ucon the vital question ot universal negro suffrage, so
that we liavc bore somewhere about c venty thousandrecruit* in one single State. >ud more than that the[ecru ting scrv.ce is mill in full operation in iha State,
and every day is adding to Its twe ling numbers. InSt time to enumerate tlio wall kuosn re-mlM In
other Mates which b*vo recently held elections. Wekl.ow.hat recruiting otllces havebeenopencdin-^l-,n Kew Jersey, Pennsylvania* in Ne v ior*,
in Connecticut and even in Maxell UdOtts; and that, in
fact the recruiting service is uo*r in full operation all .! United States, an.l that the poaple are coming
forward with the same alacrity lotolo for the restorationforward wiiaiueBttui» /

( u,r ll3 restoration.
Now observe genii linen, that Senator Morion says tbla
new pa«y 18 composed of just three cle.ncnt.-tbo
Northern democrats who sympathized with rebellion,
Uie Southern rebels and the rccruits from the republicannarty Of course, wo must dropout! ho Southern rebel
element ;n considering the results of lu.ei^'ec.,'°",".'®
Morton's class iti Jiitio n',"'the"Northern democrat," who

fcecj«jon and U»o wcrutts from *

re'iU°«,.^ n fu'w recr'.its left the party, ihe
flftv thousand aRti-rtpubllcan majority In New York
must have teen almost altogotbor carried by sympa-
tbUers with secession. Surely the Hon. Senator could.earcelv inoan to is unless, .udeed, ho too means that
not to vote tbe republican ticket is to be a reho, uud a
secessionist. Ttie honorable Senator, however, doot
n ft stio with giving a name to the new party, and with
statingit*componcnt parts; but he is kind enoughito
make up tbo Issues upon which it is to contend .ntho

Kinm* rS- T the** rebe"68 debt ;
second 'payment for emancipated slaves; and

nensious for vho widows and orphans of th«
rebel 'so?l?era I do not know by what uutb#ty the
honorable Senator und-rtakea to mako a nlatr^i for a
nartv to which he does not belong. He is certainly
very capable of making a platlorm for the party to
which be belongs, but ho fails to tell us what the plat-l , v is to be. The platform which honrolecta for our party could not command aprojects tor out i j

ouo of th# NorlbemSuteT H la upon no such i.sues as these
that the great popular reaction-try movement

the* conat.tutlon'as'lt is^the Unuution'ofSri? r^zvi
framed by

.
he people of the States and not by thoSo of other States, wbctiter in Congress or out of

^TneText toast was "Ihe Conservative Members of
Congres..the faithful and vigilant guardians of the con-
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Senator Doolittlo responded. The fame oath, l.o said,

wUicit no bad taken to overthrow tbe radicals ot Ilia
«oiiil. who were tbo secessionists, be had also
before' hich Heaven lo overthrow Jhe radicals or tha
North (Atiplattse.) Those ra.licalr. ot the North had
become rebels against tbe constitution and the Union,
and therefore It waa that Ihe conservatives in Congress
had resolved to crush tbein out. (Cheers.) Tbo pro.
gramme of the democratic party should be so arranged
that they should not plant men. elves, upon aafdiud is.-ues, or place dead men upon thosa

i-sues They should have me issue»
and live men. (Cheers.) If they planted
themselves upon a plattorin wtncli should unde take to
condemn tho war lo sustain tbe Uu.cn and the c .n.tl 0-
t on they would be beaten in tho election. They
commit no such foily as that. (Cheers ) In fl^bi.og ho
rad caliol tno North thoy were U^Uting ,he..Ba'.u"
siroi.s errors that they did in lighting tbe radicals of tha
South. Many bad joined an issuo with tbe radicals of _thaNorth, in wnich they would neither glvenor uMtt qA tor
if hoar, i When Chares Sumner and Wendell 1 uiiupa
and tho other radicals ol the North submiUed to th.

Hon then they would get ainnestv-(laugh-
teri- usi as' smZty had been «iv n lo tbe radicals of
.he South, including bis ftiead beiore him [a.ladlng to
F*ira ti.ilv Smith). There were Mnio who supposed
ti nt I'pnarul Grant hy being committed to the radical!*5SS ticket, would be.opower.ul th«
be could not be overcome in the election.
If fieneral Grant accepted a nomination in l»»»r
cf tbo Kolicy of negro domination
whites of the South, General l.raut would bo like Sain-
sou ... the lap of Delilah. (Laughter *nd "PP1"***
Ha would l>e like any other man. (iJtughier.) Who
tho democratic cand date would be he could not toll till
after the convention should have met and
blot; but whoever he might be, h0.?*lhJ® a if thaman standing on tbe living issaos ol the hour, u thoSo question wero whether the white man
and civilization should rule the States of the hou'^hold the balance of power, tbe democraticCandida?© woukl be elected President of tbe United
state,» .Cheers.) He would not mention the candidate,
because IheTwere a 8ood many ol them. It might h.
Mr John«on. (I^oud cheers and cries of Yi , T0B>
and a voice. ' It might bo Uoolutle. It might ba
General Ilancock-lcheers, but liunuri-it m^hi be o,.
<it niar.v others (A voice. "It mijl.t b« fctanbery. )
He had on disposition on this occssion lo 'c.^merits. He would not lavor any cand date who was tn
favor of Africanizing tue south aud Mea.canizing tha

*
Some'-eiUloman here mounted a chair and prop<>*ed

that tho democratic party should coaler the degree of
1). I». on setimor Pixoo, of Connecticut, and onator
noollitlo. or Wisconsin, and ^scribe those two D » oa
tho democratic plattorm (Laughter aud cbocro.)
Tbo next toast. "Tbe Army and Navy and tbe Volun.

leer s Idlers." wa« eloquontiy reopondod tobyGeriMal
Thomas F.wlng, Jr., of Ohio. Ha expressed tho I^.opa
that the democratic convention would givoth
candidate for the Presidency as true to the I nlon at
Old Hickory or as Winflrld Scott Hancock.
The next toast was "The thirty-seven coequal State*

of he Uoion" which wa. followed by the toast of
..Slate scco slon aud State Expnlslon-twin rights or

thinned out. 1 ho other regular toasts wore read and
duly honored.
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